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Obstacles to effective urban water governance 

Source  - OECD, Water Governance in OECD Countries : a multi-level approach, 2011
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Capacity challenges at sub-national level

Source : OECD, 2015 forthcoming, Water Governance in OECD Cities.

Information gap
Which obstacles hinder effective use of information to 
guide decision-making on urban water management? 

Funding gap
Which obstacles hinder the financial sustainability of 

water management in your city? 

Capacity gap
Which capacity challenges hinder the performance of 

water management in your city? 

Accountability gap
Which obstacles hinder transparency and accountability of 

water management in your city?



Cities’ forward-looking strategies 

Cities’ top priorities in managing urban water 

Source : OECD, 2015 forthcoming, Water Governance in OECD Cities.
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A Systemic Approach to urban water governance gaps 

3Ps

People

PlacesPolicy

Stakeholder 
engagement

To secure the willingness to pay, 
accountability and  policies buy-in

Metropolitan 
governance

Opportunity to pool resources and 
capacity at a critical scale for effective 

water management 

Rural-urban 
partnership

For coherent policies on water, land 
use, spatial planning , nature 

conservation, etc.

Efficiency of water 
governance

Principles of water governance

Conditions of success

Source : OECD, 2015 forthcoming, Water Governance in OECD Cities.
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